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Green Job Definitions

Ɗ 2008 Washington State 

Green Economy Jobs, LMEA

ƊEnergy 

efficiency

ƊRenewable 

energy 

ƊPreventing 

& reducing pollution

ƊMitigating or cleaning up 

pollution

ƊVan Jones

Ɗòa family-supporting, 

career -track job that 

directly contributes 

to preserving or 

enhancing 

environmental 

qualityó ~ The Green -Collar Economy
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Industry Sectors

3Icons and Sectors borrowed from Karl Burkhart, a blogger on Mother Nature 

Network and Van Jonesõ book, The Green Collar Economy

Renewable Energy:
Energy Efficiency

Solar

Wind

Geothermal

Ocean

Bio-Gas & Fuel Cells

Green Buildings:
LEED Construction

Deconstruction

Low Impact Development

Res. & Comm. Assessment

Energy Efficiency Retrofits

Water Efficiency Retrofits

Water Mgmt:
Water Recycling

Grey & Rainwater Systems

Low-water Landscaping

Water Purification

Stormwater Planning

Waste Mgmt:
Recycling & Municipal Waste

Salvage ð2nd Hand

Toxics Remediation

Brownfield & Superfund Cleanup

Sustainable Products: Packaging

Land Mgmt:
Organic Agriculture

Habitat Conservation/Restoration

Urban Forestry and Parks

Reforestation & Afforestation

Soil Stabilization

Clean Transportation:
Fuels of the Future

Electric & Hybrid Cars

PEVs (personal elect. vehicles)

Public Transportation

Rideshare & Flex Programs

Green Markets:
Carbon Trading

Environmental Economics

Green Banking

Socially -Resp. Investing

Manufacturing:
Design for the Environment

Industrial Ecology

Lean Manufacturing

Resource Efficiency



Why now?

Source: Carol, http://ipentimento.com/wa -flood -photos -2007 

4Check out impacts of Climate Change on this area: 

http:// www.ecy.wa.gov/climatechange/effects.htm

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/climatechange/effects.htm
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/climatechange/effects.htm


Why now?

Source: Carol, http://ipentimento.com/wa -flood -photos -2007 
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What next?

Source: www.epea.com
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What next?

Source: Karl Burkhart Blog - http://www.mnn.com/technology/research -

innovations/blogs/welcome -to -the -green -chemistry -revolution

7Cradle -to -Cradle Terminology attributed to William McDonough



Systems Approach

Source: Elisabet Sahtouris, http://www.ratical.org/LifeWeb/Articles/LSinetHF.html
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Sustainability

ƊSustainable development is development 

that meets the needs of the present without 

compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs.

~Brundtland Report , commissioned by UN, 1987

ƊSustainability is the possibility that humans 

and other life will flourish on Earth forever.

~John Ehrenfeld , Executive Director, International 

Society for Industrial Ecology, 2008
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òConscious Thought, 

Responsible Actionó
ƊòTo foster within our students the ability to take 

responsibility for their own impact on the earth by 

living a sustainable and ethical lifestyle.ó

~Santa Monica Collegeõs new institutional learning outcome

ƊIn fulfilling the Edmonds Community College Mission 

and Philosophy, the Sustainability Initiative strives to 

infuse sustainable practice throughout all aspects of 

the college's operation and facilitates preparation 

of our students and community for sustainable 

careers, citizenship and quality of life.

~Edmonds Community College Sustainability Initiative Mission
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What Employers Want

ƊòWe need to find people who already 

understand the business case for 

sustainability.ó

~ Jim Hanna, 

Environmental Affairs

Manager , May 2009
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What Workers Want
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Source: www.newsmediatube.com

According to a survey done by 

MonsterTRAK, ò80% of young 

professionals are interested in 

securing a job that impacts the 

environment in a positive way, and 

92% give preference to working for 

a company that is environmentally 

friendly.ó


